
OCCUPANCY

Downtown Wyandotte is currently 

operating at approximately 80% 

commercial occupancy. This is a 5% 

decrease in occupancy since December 

2019. The commercial occupancy rate is 

projected to bounce back to 86% occupancy 

by summer 2021 (DDA 2020).

STIMULUS

The DDA distributed $110,000 in business 

appreciation grants to 34 individual businesses 

in Downtown Wyandotte. Grants ranged from 

$2,500 to $5,000 and were used for capital 

improvements and business operations.  The 

DDA also helped facilitate hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in small business grants 

and loans from federal, state and county 

government agencies.

RESILIENCE

2020 was an unprecedentedly challenging year for everyone. 

Business owners, employers and workers across the country were 

faced with incredible amounts of adversity. The COVID-19 global 

pandemic and subsequent executive orders, mandates, shutdowns 

and pauses stifled economic activity in virtually every business 

sector. 

Perhaps one of the most devastating losses for our community and 

the entire downriver region was the passing of Mayor Joe Peterson. 

Mayor Peterson was a great man, affable and loved by all. He was a 

steadfast advocate for the residents and businesses of the City of 

Wyandotte, especially Downtown. It’s precisely why the DDA Board 

of Directors renamed our business grant program in his honor. A 

veteran, retired law enforcement agent, and incredible community 

leader, he will be remembered for his charisma, diplomacy and a life 

of service. He is greatly missed and fondly remembered by the 

entire Downriver community.

Despite the fact that small and local business operations have been 

significantly restricted, excitement festers and development 

continues to surge throughout the downtown district. While our 

greatest community events were cancelled, modest activations 

brought much needed fun, cheer and glimmers of hope to the 

community. And while we lost a few businesses along the way, even 

more plan to make Downtown Wyandotte their new home in the 

coming weeks. This report outlines important highlights from 2020 

and a positive outlook for 2021.

Overall, the state of Downtown Wyandotte is strong. We anticipate 

that the development we’re seeing today will engender more 

business and economic development in the future. This may bring 

new challenges and exciting opportunities that we as a community 

must face together.
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DEVELOPMENT

The DDA has pledged over $500,000 to 

support real estate development efforts in the 

district – read more on the following pages!



NOTABLE HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2020 

• Over twenty businesses utilized city support for use of public property to expand 

operations, setting up outdoor tents, installations and activating public spaces.

• Dozens of businesses were successful in securing a combination of (1) small business 

administration economic disaster and injury loans; (2) Michigan economic development 

corporation and Wayne county small business relief grants; (3) federal stimulus 

paycheck protection program.

• The Wyandotte Farmer’s Market made a strong and swift return, quickly reclaiming its 

position as the best farmer’s market Downriver in large part due to our partnerships 

with Wyandotte’s own Vintage Market Home, Henry Ford Wyandotte Hospital and the 

Eastern Market. Arrowhead Pavilion and the Sycamore Plaza were positively electric 

every Thursday. Live music and entertainment continued with Friday evenings Beats on 

Biddle.

• The Downtown #GalleryWay was completed with a wonderful installation of lights, 

beautiful portraits, sculptures and new landscape installations by the Beautification 

Commission.

• H2O Seafood opened under the management of Executive Chef David Wood who aims 

to bring delicious fresh caught fare to Downtown Wyandotte in a casual atmosphere.

• Cheryl Zemke Boutique opened bringing even more arts, culture and fashion to town.

• UPNDOWN was purchased by Jenny Atkinson. She is excited to expand and offer new 

features, event and gallery space.

• Sweet Arrangements Candy and Dessert Shoppe has since relocated into the Provence 

Café space, expanding their footprint and their business operations

• The Offices in Wyandotte second location was successfully completed, bringing dozens 

more entrepreneurs and small business owners into Downtown Wyandotte. 

• Riverside Office-Suites was completed and opened in the Roosevelt Plaza, offering 

more commercial office space for small business owners and entrepreneurs. 

• Bobcat Bonnies doubled down on their commitment to wyandotte and completely 

renovated their restaurant and dining room. Looks wonderful!

• Wyandotte Beer Co., Taco Bro’s and Grand Dad’s, three of the newest businesses in 

town, operational for just a few weeks/months before the first shutdown, have proven 

to be great additions to the community, well-received by all. 

• Dwellings Real Estate, a regional real estate brokerage with presence across Metro 

Detroit opened a new office on Biddle Avenue.

• Teezer’s Hair Salon was purchased and is now under new management.

• Magnum Safety Tools purchased 3048 Biddle and opened a PPE store.



WHAT’S IN STORE FOR 2021 

• Lush Hair Lab opened in the Wyandotte Plaza by lifelong friends and classmates who 

share a strong passion and focus on the individuals wellbeing.

• The Dotte Shops will re-open along Biddle Avenue, providing a unique pop-up retail 

experience for the community and an economic outlet for  small businesses, 

entrepreneurs, creators and makers of all kinds.

• The Coffee Lounge opened in the Thomas Professional Building, filling a void of a fun 

and cozy neighborhood coffee shop in Downtown Wyandotte.

• Yogurtown is relocating and expanding their footprint into the former Robin’s Loft 

space. They’ll be expanding the treats, eats and refreshments offered in this larger café 

space. 

• The Vault on 1st Street is a new fine dining restaurant will soon be open in former 

Charter Bank space, bringing a world-class high-end dining experience into Downtown 

Wyandotte. 

• Sports Brew Pub is actively under reconstruction and will re-open with a completely 

new look and feel. The owners have also purchased the Downriver Profile building and 

Messer limousine building next door.

• La Crème Patisserie will open in the former Sweet Nothings Bakery which was 

purchased by new operators excited to serve up artisan baked goods and delicious 

treats from a very talented kitchen.

• Franks Pizzeria was purchased and will soon re-open under new management, with the 

same great name and the same appreciation and passion for delicious pizza.

• Lions, Tigers and Beers II will be reopening in the Spring of 2021 with a new multilevel, 

multi-concept bar and restaurant, with beautiful views of the Detroit River.

• District 142 will be open at 142 Maple Street in Summer of 2021 offering a Downtown 

event center for weddings, parties, special events, live music and concerts.

• The W Suites & Lofts Building and former Post Office redevelopment will welcome six 

new businesses, including a new fine dining restaurant, taco spot, bourbon bar, pizza 

joint, title insurance agency and fitness studio.

• The Wyandotte Farmer’s Market will return for another fantastic year of outdoor 

festivities, fresh fruits & vegetables, and artisan goods every Thursday 2pm – 7pm from 

May through October.

• The Wyandotte Social District will debut in early Spring 2021 creating Downriver’s one-

and-only “open container” district, allowing patrons to enjoy cocktails and libations 

from specially Permitted bars & restaurants within the confined boundaries of the 

Social District. The Social District will operate every day from 11am – 8pm.



The former Wyandotte Post Office is being redeveloped into the W Suites & Lofts – a mid-rise mixed-
use facility home 49 new condominiums and apartments and 30,000 square feet of commercial space. 
The developers are utilizing a myriad of economic development incentives including Brownfield Tax 
Increment Financing, Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act (OPRA) and Neighborhood Enterprise Zone 
(NEZ) tax abatements, and a Wyandotte DDA Joseph R. Peterson Downtown Grant Award in the 
amount of $180,000.



The former Daly Merritt Insurance Building has been redeveloped into the Maple Professional 
Building – a mixed-use facility home to 6 apartments; The Vault on 1st which is a fine dining 
restaurant; and the second location of The Offices in Wyandotte which will offer another 40+ unit 
coworking and shared office spaces for Downtown Wyandotte. The developers are utilizing a 12 year 
Commercial Facilities Exemption Certificate, Neighborhood Enterprise Zone (NEZ) tax abatements, and 
a Wyandotte DDA Joseph R. Peterson Downtown Grant Award in the amount of $193,000



Michigan Legacy Credit Union has conducted a complete overhaul – interior and exterior renovation –
of their office building located at Oak Street & 3rd Street. The project will result in a new corporate 
headquarters and consolidation of over 30 full-time employees to relocate into Downtown Wyandotte. 
The Credit Union anticipates a large impact on Downtown Wyandotte from a greatly increased volume 
of business activity and recreation at their new HQ. The project was awarded a Wyandotte DDA Joseph 
R. Peterson Downtown Grant Award in the amount of $100,000.



The Former City Hall Building is currently under a redevelopment contract negotiation phase with Rise 
Above Ventures of Wyandotte Michigan. The Developers envision upwards of 30 new residential units 
and over 10,000 Square Feet of commercial retail space.

The DDA has proposed a large Capital Improvements Project and a major reconstruction of 
Downtown alleyways and parking lots, enhancing the physical environment and improving shared 
common spaces and connectivity amongst the Downtown business community. This plan is estimated 
to cost $10,000,000 over 30 years.


